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1. Concepts of „Europe”

2. European (Western) civilization

3. „The European miracle”

4. History in 2 minutes
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Europa and Zeus





1. Primer Európa – Szekunder Európa









2. Historical approach: civilizations 

→  civilization  ≠  state
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2. Historical approach: civilizations

→  civilization  ≠  language



2. Historical approach: civilizations

→  civilization  ≠  religion



2. Attributes of the European (Western) civilization:

→ Jewish-Christian origin

→ Promethean spirit

→ Roman law (civil law: property, contracts, .....)

→ synthesis of Christian teaching and Hellenic mentality

→ East–West Schism (1054): gradual secularization in the West

→ medieval urbanization

→ spread of medieval universities 

→ geographical discoveries, gradual colonization

→ renaissance

→ Reformation (Protestantism)

→ science, the idea of development, the industrial revolution

→ early capitalism, protestant work ethic

→ Enlightenment, the concept of freedom, human rights

→ culmination of capitalism: private property, market, free competition

→ nationalism(s)

→ family

→ .......





3. „The European Miracle” 
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3. The collapse of Europe in the 20th century:

failure of the nation-state system 
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1. First steps (ESCS – Treaties of Rome)

2. European institutions: decision making, policies

3. European law

4. Enlargement waves

5. Quo vadis EU?
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1. First steps of the European cooperations





2. European institutions

Európai 

Bizottság 
I.

predecessor: ECSC High Authority

supranational 

tasks: - proposals for regulations

- common policies + common budget

- force of common decisions

- foreign affairs

organistaion: Directorates General (36)

mandate: 5 years, delegated by members, EP approves





2. European institutions

II.

predecessor: ECSC Assembly (originally 78, now 705 MEPs)

consulting only, up to 1970

tasks: - participation in decision making

- political control

- approval of common budget and accounting

- control of EU Commission

organisation: 7 political groups (min. 23 MEPs)

20 permanent committies (+ sub-committies,…)

mandate: 5 years, national elections from 1979





2. European institutions

III. Council of the European Union

predecessor: ECSC Council of Ministers

main decision making body(!), 10 configurations

tasks:  legislation (alone or with EP)

organisation: COREPER, Secretariat, presidency (6 months)





2. European institutions

IV. European Council

No predecessor!

foundation: 1974

prime ministers or presidents + president of EC

tasks: political and strategic decisions



2. Európai intézmények

V. Court of Justice

predecessor: Court of Justice of ECSC, 1952

1989: Court of First Instance

tasks:  EU law + interpretations of the Treaties



3. EU Law

• Constitution 2006 (?) - no

• instead: „Founding Treaties”

1. Roma 1957

2. Merger Treaty 1965)

3. Luxembourg 1970

4. Single European Act (1986)

5. Maastricht 1992

6. Amsterdam 1997

7. Nizza 2002

8. + enlargement Treaties

• acts:

1. regulations

2. directives

3. decisions

4. recommendations

5. opinions

• EU precedent law

• international treaties

• general principles of law



• direct effect

• direct applicability

• primacy

• crowding out effect

3. The nature of EU law



Three Pillars







4. EU enlargements

1973

1981

1986

1995

2004

2007 

...  





4. EU bővítések
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5. Quo vadis EU?



Member States 1979 1984 1987 1989 1994 1995 1996 1999 2004

DE 65.7 56.8 62.3 60.0 45.2 43

FR 60.7 56.7 48.7 52.7 46.8 43.14

BE 91.4 92.2 90.7 90.7 91.0 90.81

IT 84.9 83.4 81.5 74.8 70.8 73.1

LU 88.9 88.8 87.4 88.5 87.3 90

NL 57.8 50.6 47.2 35.6 30.0 39.1

UK 32.2 32.6 36.2 36.4 24.0 38.9

IE 63.6 47.6 68.3 44.0 50.2 59.7

DK 47.8 52.4 46.2 52.9 50.5 47.85

EL 77.2 79.9 71.2 75.3 62.78

ES 68.9 54.6 59.1 63.0 45.94

PT 72.4 51.2 35.5 40.0 38.74

SE 41.6 38.8 37.2

AT 67.7 49.4 41.8

FI 60.3 31.4 41.1

CZ 27.9

EE 26.89

CY 71.19

LV 41.23

LT 48.2

HU 38.47

MT 82.37

PL 20.42

SI 28.34

SK 16.66

Average EU 63 61 / 58.5 56.8 / / 49.8 45.5
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Democratic legitimacy

• Council of the European Union

• European Comission: non elected members

only initiates legislation

bírósági jogkörök (pl. nincs versenyhivatal)

• Court of Justice: makes law

•„ever existing” bureaucracy

• centralisation: „strategy of rising rivals’ costs”

• ………
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1. Monetary union: the first steps

2. Common budget: revenues

3. Common budget: financing aids

4. The current budget
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• European law 

• European framework law

• European regulation

• European decision

• Recommendation

• Opinion

EU faces hard sell on constitution
Sunday, June 20, 2004 Posted: 8:11 AM EDT (1211 GMT)

http://www.cnn.com/


1. Attempts to build monetary union

1828-1870: Zollverein (Vereinsthaler + Gulden)



1865-1927: Latin monetary union (F, CH, B, I, … GR, RO,…)

1873-1917: Scandinavian mondetary union (S, N, DK)

1900: US dollar (gold standard, 1913 FED)

1871: Goldmark (1875 Reichsbank)

1922-1977: East-African Shilling Area (Kenya, Uganda, Tanganika, Zanzibar)

1. Attempts to build monetary union



1945 - : CFA Frank area1. Attempts to build monetary union



2. Collapse of Bretton Woods



3. EMS → euro



1. Az euró létrehozása

Convergence criteria:

- stability (+1.5% inflation)

- deficit < GDP 3%

- total debt < GDP 60%

- low interest rate

Benefits:

- Cheaper transactions

- no exchange losses

- easy comparisons

- lower interest rates

- ……

Drawbacks:

- sovereignity loss

- „asymmetric shocks”

- sensitivity on interests

- …..





Optimal currency areas

→

→
→

→

→

→

→



2020



Net revenue by country



3. Financial aid



4. EU budget: CAP



3. Közös költségvetés: CAP

Indicator/
country:

Share of 
agriculture in 
GDP1

Agr. employment 
as % of total 
empl.

Food expenditure 
as % of total exp.

UK 0.9 1.5 17.6

EU 2.0 4.3 17.4

Cyprus 4.2 9.2 18.6

Czech Rep. 3.9 7.4 32.2

Estonia 6.3 7.4 35.7

Hungary 4.1 4.8 42.1

Latvia 4.5 13.5 38.7

Lithuania 7.5 19.6 39.8

Malta 2.3 1.9 -

Poland 3.3 18.8 29.5

Slovakia 4.5 6.7 31.8

Slovenia 3.2 9.9 24.0



3. EU budget: regional financial support

Felosztás:

NUTS-I.

NUTS-II.

NUTS-III.

NUTS-IV.


